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Gan Keshet

Jewish Community Preschool of the Pioneer Valley

ADMISSION POLICY

Characteristics of Children Served

Gan Keshet values diversity and welcomes families from all backgrounds.  Children must be between the ages of 2.9 and 5.0 years old by September 1st of the enrollment year.  We partner with parents meeting the needs of the children wherever they are in the toileting process and provide opportunities for the children to be successful! Gan Keshet does not discriminate on the basis of gender, racial or religious background, disability, national origin, parents’ marital status or sexual orientation, political beliefs or cultural heritage.  Children with special needs will be accepted if placement in Gan Keshet is the recommendation of his/her Evaluation Team (Ch. 766) and if he/she possesses the skills to be maintained in our current class size and staff/teacher ratio.

The Program:

Parpar (Butterfly) Class: we plan on enrolling two (2) classes in the 2012-2013 school year.  We anticipate serving up to 10 children per class: 2.9 – 4.0. 
Chamaniah (Sunflower) Class: we are licensed to serve up to 15 children; however, typically enroll a maximum of fourteen children: 3.10 – 5.0.  

Each year the age range of our applicant pool varies.  In an effort to maintain favorable staff: child ratios, the above is subject to the Director’s discretion.
Application Procedure

Applications are to be completed and submitted by the parent/guardian, accompanied by a non-refundable $25 application fee.  The official application period will be from November 1st to February 28th of the school year prior to the student’s enrollment.  For full consideration, applications are due by the last day in February.  The post date will be noted on all applications.  Applications received prior to November 1st will be dated November 1st.  Applications received after February 28th will be considered if space is available.  If not, the child’s name will be placed on a waiting list.  Anyone who is a CBI member on February 28th will be considered a member for admissions purposes.

Gan Keshet reserves the right to terminate the application process or a contract due to incompatibility of the child or family with the school.  In such a case, the family will be released from the contract and the family will (subject to Director Recommendation and Governance Committee approval) receive a prorated tuition refund. Please refer to our parent handbook re:  additional policies impacting enrollment.
Re-application Procedure

Parents of returning students must notify the Director by February 24th, of their intent to return to school and of their requested schedule.  Although there is no application fee, enrollment fees are required.  Please review our Enrollment Procedure detailed on the next page (page 3).
Acceptance Procedure (February 28th)

Acceptance to the program is subject to the priorities listed below:



1.   Returning students (Enrolled prior to March 1st)

2.   Siblings of returning students   (Enrolled prior to March 1st)

3. Siblings of Gan Keshet alumni 
4. Children of CBI members & LGA enrolled families  

5. Students of GK staff and then CBI/LGA staff                                

6.   Eligible students who best complement the balance of gender 

     (To achieve a ratio of at least 2:1 in the classroom) and age.

In the event that children have the same priority rating, date of application will be used to prioritize.  Parents will be notified of acceptance status by March 1st.

Any eligible students who are not accepted at this time because of space limitations will be put on the primary waiting list, in order, by priority status.  For applications submitted after February 28th, a second prioritized waiting list will be constructed.  The second waiting list is used only after the first wait list is exhausted.  Late applications, which are of equal priority, will be prioritized by application date.

Enrollment Procedure

Parents are notified of acceptance status by March 1st.
Enrollment is for the whole school year (September through June).
 To secure a place in the class:

 Incoming Families:
To secure a place in the class, Incoming families, must send the following by March 14th:

1. A $100 non- refundable registration fee to reserve your child’s space.
The following must be submitted by April 1st.
 
 1.   A signed copy of your family’s Tuition Contract
2. A non-refundable enrollment fee equal to 1/10 (one-tenth) of the tuition due for the school year (-) the $100 registration fee.
If the above is not received by its due date, your child is not guaranteed enrollment, despite acceptance into the program.  The first enrollment fee is non-refundable.
To maintain a place in the class:  
 1.  A second enrollment fee payment of 1/10 (one-tenth) of the tuition for the school year is due by May 1st.   Only ½ of the second enrollment fee is refundable if you cancel child’s enrollment before the first day of school.
  Returning Families:  
   The following must be submitted by May 1st.
1.  A signed copy of your family’s Tuition Contract

2.  A non-refundable enrollment fee equal to 1/10 (one-tenth) of the tuition due for the school year.

If the above is not received by its due date, your child is not guaranteed enrollment, despite acceptance into the program.  The first enrollment fee is non-refundable.
To maintain a place in the class:  
1.  A second enrollment fee payment of 1/10 (one-tenth) of the tuition for the school year is due by June 1st.  Only ½ of the second enrollment fee is refundable if you cancel child’s enrollment before the first day of school.  
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